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Happy February!
What a busy start to the year it’s
been. There are so many exciting things
happening in our beautiful city. Our lovely
outdoor market, Market Marie will feature
over 100 vendors in Coachman Park on
Feb. 10. Stop by to browse crafts, edible
treats, fresh produce, music and
entertainment and all sorts of
treasures. Our premiere park has been
open for 7 months now, the landscaping is
filling in and the weather is perfect to take a
stroll and enjoy the many incredible

views. The “Green” at Coachman Park also offers sunrise and sunset
outdoor yoga, plays in the park, and lots of open space for frisbee, soccer,
playing catch – or exploring with your favorite four-legged friend. To learn
more about what’s happening at Coachman, check out our Coachman Park
Webpage. 

Clearwater Council and Staff
​Discuss 2024 - 25 Budget Priorities

https://themarketculture.com/locations/clearwater/
https://themarketculture.com/locations/clearwater/
https://downtownclearwater.com/coachmanpark/
https://www.facebook.com/sharer/sharer.php?u=https://campaignlp.constantcontact.com/em/1134555855690/2c43ff3c-807b-405a-9d15-7b8146a81811


On Tuesday, Jan. 30 the Council participated in our annual Strategic
Planning session. We were presented with a list of priorities that we
discussed and gave direction to staff to develop a budget to ensure we
can make progress on these key initiatives. You can see the
presentation here: Strategic Plan Presentation. Additionally, at this
meeting we were updated by our Public Works Director, Marcus
Williamson, on how best to approach the increasing and more
frequent flooding on North Beach. You can view that presentation
here: North Beach Infrastructure. 

Clearwater Now a Leader in Saving  ​Money
and Reducing Pollution

In last week's Strategic Planning Session, city staff presented and
update on cost and emission reductions. Great news! Clearwater's
partnership with Cenergistic on our energy conservation program has
resulted in:

$1.5 million in savings and cost avoidance!
Reduced emissions equivalent to 6.4 million miles driven!

For more information on many more areas of progress on Greenprint
2.0 - sign up for the quarterly Sustainability Newsletter: Greenprint
2.0

Celebrating Black History Month
Black History Month is an
annual celebration of
achievements by African
Americans and a time for
recognizing their central role in
U.S. history. This year’s theme
is “African Americans and the
Arts.”

A Black History Month
Celebration will be held at Ross Norton Recreation Center on Feb. 29th
at 6:30 p.m. This event is for the Ross Norton After School Program
participants. Friends and family are invited to attend.

Black History Month grew out of “Negro History Week,” first recognized in
1915 on the 50th anniversary of the 13th Amendment, which abolished
slavery. Since 1976, every U.S. president has officially designated February
as Black History Month. Other countries, including Canada and the United
Kingdom, also devote a month to celebrating Black history.

There are a number of Black History Month events planned throughout our
region. You can learn more here: Black History Month Across the Tampa
Bay Area.

https://files.constantcontact.com/a4b7cc82801/709766df-d75f-46c5-b278-cb45b22846c6.pdf?rdr=true
https://files.constantcontact.com/a4b7cc82801/95f55ad7-0ad0-42f6-a17b-566cf1f24627.pdf?rdr=true
https://cenergistic.com/
https://www.myclearwater.com/Sustainability-Greenprint-2.0
https://www.wusf.org/arts-culture/2024-01-31/black-history-month-events-tampa-bay-2024?utm_source=Stay+Connected+with+WUSF&utm_campaign=239fa010ab-WUSF_NEWSLETTER_01_25_2024_GA_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_4f80ebb8c6-239fa010ab-250344749&mc_cid=239fa010ab&mc_eid=ef5f7e1395


Performing Arts Give Clearwater
an Economic Boost

Clearwater has become the performing
arts center of Pinellas County, with
venues like The Sound, Ruth Eckard
Hall and Capitol Theater.
And according to Clearwater’s Arts and
Cultural Affairs Coordinator Amber
Brice, concerts and performances are a
big economic driver for our city. She cites
a recent study from Americans for the
Arts

Some highlights:
Clearwater’s performing arts generated $125.6 million in economic
activity during 2022.
Arts and culture organizations spent $51.7 million in Clearwater in
2022.
Clearwater organizations reported $73.9 million in event-related
expenditures by their audiences (tickets, food and beverage sales).
That economic activity supported 1,810 jobs and provided $75.9
million in personal income to residents.
Arts and culture economic activity generated $24.6 million in tax
revenue to local, state, and federal governments.

Cleveland Street Market
to Offer Over 20 Dining Options

The next time you decide to go out for lunch or dinner, check out downtown
Clearwater’s new food hall, Cleveland Street Market at 949 Cleveland St.
The market celebrated its “soft opening” on New Year’s Eve, and its official
grand opening will take place soon. Check out a video of its interior here:
Cleveland Street Market.

Currently, the market boasts Deja Brew Cafe, Tap Haus on Cleveland,

http://americansforthearts.org
https://www.clevelandstreetmarket.com/?pgid=ln3k0866-e424db2c-9940-4c93-8f8e-5888128b5767


Top Nosh Street Food, Jersey Dogs and the Smokin’ Cuban, with a large
dining room where patrons of all food stalls can chow down. Eventually,
Cleveland Street Market will be host to over 20 tenants and live music.
For the latest news on the food hall and its grand opening, visit
its Facebook or Instagram pages, both at @clevelandstreetmarket.

Are You Registered to Vote
in Our Upcoming Election?

At our next election, on Tuesday, March 19, 2024 voters will elect three
members to the City Council –mayor and seats 2 and 3. Voters will also
vote on a referendum to change our elections from March to August,
including a change from a plurality to a majority, which is expected to
impact the cost of city elections and turnout. You can read about the
candidates and the referendum language here: Clearwater Election 2024.
Additionally, the March 19, 2024 election will also serve as the presidential
preference primary in Florida.

If you’re not sure whether you’re registered to vote, visit the Pinellas County
Supervisor of Elections at: VotePinellas.com. You can request a mail ballot,
too. Registration deadline is Saturday, Feb . 3.

People You Should Know...
Businesses to Celebrate

One of my favorite things to do is meet with small business owners in
Clearwater. And when I meet interesting people or discover unique

http://clevelandstreetmarket.com
https://www.myclearwater.com/My-Government/City-Departments/City-Clerk/Election-Day-March-19-2024
http://votepinellas.com


businesses, I like to share that information with others. I’m highlighting two
businesses and their talented owners this month: CimentArt, and Vaztro
Tattoos. 

CimentArt CEO is Ketty Miles. She was born in Venezuela and has a
degree in architecture. Ketty owns and operates CimentArt, located at 418
Laura St. in Clearwater. CimentArt manufactures and distributes a
microcement, decorative finish that can be applied to almost any structure:
walls, floors, ceilings, showers and more. You can learn more about this
unique and beautiful product and Ketty’s story by reading my interview here:
Ketty Miles -CimentArt. 

The second business I’m highlighting is Vaztro Tattoos, a female owned
and operated tattoo studio located at 1877 Drew St. Owners Natasha
Vazquez and Seidy Castro (who is pictured above) have been in business
for four years. They have an impressive reputation, and people travel from a
far to frequent their studio. Read about their business and philosophy of
fostering a sense of community here: Natasha Vazquez and Seidy Castro
-Vaztro Tattoos. 

Mark Your Calendar

Feb. 6 at 9 a.m. Special Council Work Session: Citywide Housing
Educational Workshop - You can access the agenda and view the
presentation and report on Clearwater's Housing Needs here.

Feb. 24 and 25, Clearwater Sea Blues Festival, Coachman Park, Enjoy
live music from national recording artists, shop local vendors, and try
seafood and craft beer from area businesses. It’s free, but you must get a
ticket for admission. Learn more about this year’s event at: Clearwater
Sea Blues Festival.

 
March 29- April 14, Pier 60 Sugar Sand Festival, Clearwater Beach, Take
free sand sculpting classes, enjoy live music and fireworks, sample food
from local vendors. You can get tickets now for the Sand Walk at: Pier 60
Sugar Sand Festival.

Check The Sound for upcoming concerts at The Sound Amphitheater in
Coachman Park (Styx, Willie Nelson, Air Supply and more!)

Ruth Eckerd Hall also has a variety of entertainment lined up at both Ruth
Eckerd Hall and the Nancy and David Bilheimer Capitol Theater in
downtown Clearwater.

https://files.constantcontact.com/a4b7cc82801/52ba083e-4ee8-42a8-95dc-a963ea0bd08d.pdf?rdr=true
https://files.constantcontact.com/a4b7cc82801/4dbd7573-3f45-4237-8938-6e989fb377ca.pdf?rdr=true
https://clearwater.legistar.com/LegislationDetail.aspx?ID=6466332&GUID=F8C4B6C6-00D9-419E-B0B7-95AC8FB330E5
https://www.myclearwater.com/Events-and-Meetings/Clearwater-Sea-Blues-Festival-2024
https://www.sugarsandfestival.com/.
https://www.rutheckerdhall.com/the-sound
https://www.rutheckerdhall.com/


Clearwater is Hiring! Come Work with Us!
The City of Clearwater has job openings in a
number of areas, including human resources,
parks and recreation, communications,
procurement and public utilities. Check out all
the openings at: City of Clearwater Jobs.

Thank You for Your Interest and Support
One of the reasons I send out a newsletter is to receive feedback from
you. However, please be aware that any communication with me related to
the newsletter is public record. 

Important Links: 
My Clearwater Magazine                                        
Upcoming City Meetings
City of Clearwater Volunteer Opportunities 
PSTA Veterans Ride Free on Public Transportation

Contact Information: 
Kathleen Beckman: 727-580-0948
kathleen.beckman@myclearwater.com
City Council Office
600 Cleveland St., Suite 600
Clearwater, FL 33755 
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